
TUE ViORKING_:tOOLS OF T!JE DINI!~ ROOM 

The ~lorkint rools of t he Dining i:-{ 00111 are the Fork, the ilnife , 

and the Tumbler . The !'or~ is an Uiplement which enables even t .1e 

most inexperienced 1!8.son to se~ure - sometimes by r eeching across 

the teble - the most succulent and delicate mor sel s which ador n the 

festive board and stimulete the jaded appetite . It is further 

intended to convey the afor esaid morsels to the aperture which nature 

has pr ovided to receive t .:.ie same, and which when filled and properly 

used r educes everything to a coc:r.1on level . 

!h.L~, when r egularly ground end sharpened enables us to dissect 

the anetomy of the most venerable rooster set before us , and divide 

it into portions sui table for the e forementioned aper ture , so that 

it may not be f illed to overflcr.:ing al'l d thus hinder that fl~ of 

gener a l conviviality which s11ould at all times be pr esent at the 

Festive Boar d . Mor e especially should the knife be us ed \1hen 

partaking of peas , as these small green e,lobules often prove to be 

most elusive . 

The Twn...J?1.!3£ is used to measure otr ork, and as all tumblers are not 

of e1ual size and may be unmarked, the skil ful cr aftsman should be 

car eful to measure his tot by the rough e.nd r ea.dy al though sufficientl y 

accurate method of the two or three finger rule . But in t his room 

as we ar e not merely free and accepted or speculative ma.sons , but 

rather energetic and opere.tive , ue apply these tools to our morals 

in this \T.ise . 

~e Fork teaches us that ;re must ~ o. t any time during life sit still 

and ...,ait f or that to come to us \7hich ue most desir e , but should 

reach forr.ard , gr asp and retain i t - thus profiting by exper ience and 

assimilating the kn077l edge (g:l.ined t hereby . And as the prongs of the 

for k are equal , beil'lg jointed together in one composite str ucture, so 

they naturall y strengthen and support each other . Thus '7e , as La.sons , 

shoul d stand upright, shoulder to shoulder, practising those cardinal 

virtues ,, e pr ofess to admire , namely temperance , prudence , for titude , 

and justice . " 
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Th!!._ Knife teaches us that just r .. ~ it must be kept sharp and in 

perfect condition to contend. .ith t he problems it faces , so must •.re 

preserve our mentf! l and corpor~l faculties in their orig'1test 

splendour , if \/e a r e to achieve success in life . It teaches us too 

that ;e must never cut off more t han \7e ce n cne·: , but should limit 

our desires in every st~. ti on of lifo, so t let success !Dl'Y be •,;on and 

Dur dep&rture regretted . 

Tlle_!~2.1.2!. teaches us the velue of moderati on i n a ll things, and 

es tha perfect tumbler rings true ~;i:ether it be full or .1hethor it 
-.. 

be empty and is cherished'a.Q...tbo cracked tUl:\bler is despised, 

r ejected and cast aside , so too th~ perfect h~son must ring clear 

and t r ue at all times after i.is le. ':l ow·s L"l this r )Om . 

~ the orld.ng Tools of the D:in ... ug .tioom teach us to bear in mind 

the vc lue of restraint and sob1·io ty , that when He ha vo pe.r taken of the 

Crea t .t.rchi teot ' s gifts of food and ~.ine -.1e may do;>c rt home·.1ards ~:i th 

level steps nnd equal poise a d tne &ratifyin& testimony of true 

br otber nood and e olee.r cone or.co . 
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